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Zo run a-muck and tilt at ali I meet: 


fonty weer it in a land of Heclors, 
Vhieves, supercargoes, skarpers, avd directors,— Pore. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWAREB. 
ee 
From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to Walter 
huwkes, Esq. of Farnley Hali, Yorkshire. 


ON HIS CALL UPON THE NOBILITY, GENTRY. CLERGY, 
AND FREEHOLDERS OF YORKSHIRE, 


**} can call spirits from the vasty deep—”’ 
** Dut will they come 7— 
Sir, 
It is with much pleasure, mixed with some 
little rezret that | have read your manly “ address to the 
" Nobili hy, Gentry, Clergy, and Freeholdersofthe County 
‘of York,” on the subject of Parliamentary Reform. To 
eae subject all discussion is of essential service. The 
mind of the most bigotted slave ofthe system cannot ap- 
proach it without some impression in its favour, and the 
principal matter of regret is, that men should require to 
ie driven by necessity to the consideration of theer own 
interests, as stupid children must be beat to school, 
order to compe! them to learn wh.at is essential to theie 
welfare in life! [trust however, that in the present ine 
stance, the school of experience, though & dear one, will 
Vor. }N. No. 4. 
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have beeu sdvantayeous; and that you will be met by 
hundreds who feel as w armaly, and are disposed to act as 
honestly as yourself. 

Were Ia frecholder of the County of Yorkshire, I 
would mostassuredly attend your call ; and though I dis- 
sent from some of the propositions of your address, Tamsa- 

tisfied that we should scon arriveat a mutual good under- 
standing upon ¢he means which were best calculated 
to eflect our common purpose. Not being a frecholder, 
and having becn amerced too severely by theeons sequences 
of along imprisonment, I shall be precluded from an 
néten lance ; and therefore take this method of expres» 
hing my se ntiments upon the proposal you have made to 
the nobility, ventry, in rey, and frecholders, to unite in 
furtherance of the cause of Parliamentary Reform. To 
do this in a fair and candid manner, demands in the first 


instance, the insertion of your Address ;--which I find 
in the Leed’s Mercury as follows: — 


© To the Nobility, Gentry, Clergy, and ¥reeholders of 
the County of York. 
“ Gentlemen, 

“Ip the present very alarming and critical situation 
of the country, | think it needless to offer any apology for the 
step Lam abontto take, I have been long known to you as 
the advocate of Parliamentary Reform; and not to make ano- 
ther strugele in its behalf, especially when the people seem to 
be somewhat aroused to a sense of their altered  conidi- 
on, IT should consider as conduct base, cowardly, 
und Criminal. Having been very long, and, since what 
has passed during the ‘present Session of Parliament, more 
than ever convinced, that nothing can extricate the country 
trom ber dithculties but an efficient Reform in the Representa- 
tion of the People, IT feel most anxious to communicate 
with those persons in the County of York, who entertain sen- 


timents similar to my own on this most important and vital 
question. 


‘¢ Gentlemen, a public debt, more enormous than that under 
which any nation ever before crouched, and a consequent over« 
whelming, ruinous, and now nearly intolerable load of taxa- 
tion, are the causes of the frightful prospects which present them- 
selves te cur view. From these grievances we never can expect 
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to be relieved, unless that vicious and unconstitutional system 
is annihilated, which has been the cause of the one, and which 
is deeply interested in the maintenance of the other. Parliamentary 
Reform, therefore, I conscientiously believe, is the only mea- 
sure which can effect our present salvation, and give us security 
from future misrule. 

“ Gentlemen, you will doubtless expect to hear from me 
what plan of reform I should wish tosee adopted. I answer, 
without hesitation, though [I conceive the mode of operation 
snust be left to that assembly, to which alone it can be refer- 
red, that the country ought not to be satisfied with any scheme 
of Reform, which would not provide for the abolition of that 
undue and unconstitutional influence, which has so long pre- 
vailed in the House of Conimons, keeping g both the Sovereign 
and the subject in thraldom. 


“ Such a reform as would make the Members of the House 
of Commons, to use the language of Sir Edward Coke,— ‘ Ge- 
neral inquisitors of the realm, receiving their commissions from 
the People—to consult on public affairs—to advise the Crown 
—to controul the acts of its Ministers—to enact laws—to 
audit the public disbursements, and to assess the contributions 
of their constituents. ’ 


“ Such a Reform as would make elections what the delivering 
Prince of Orange, in his famous declaration for restoring the laws 
and liberties of England, proclaimed they ought io be : 


““« Pree—to be made with an entire liberty, without any 
sort of Force, or the requiring the electors to chose such persous 
as shall be named to them. In order that the persons thus freely 
elected may be enabled to give their opinion freely upon all 
matters brought before them, having the good of the 
nation ever before their eves, and following, in all things, 
solely the dictates of their consciences.’ Denouncing, as un-~ 
constitutional, those Parliaments in which elections shall be 
earnied by ‘ force or fraud,’ as not legally chosen, since 
they must be composed of such persons as evil councillors 
shall hold themselves assured of, in which all things will be 
carried according to their direction and interest, without any 
regard to the good or happiness of the nation.’ 


«Such a Reform as wou!d render the Bill of Rights some. 
thing more than a dead letter ; which would, in the memora- 
ble words of the late Mr. Piit, ‘iduke the members of the Llousé 
of Commons ‘ The faithtul Stewards of the interests of their 
Country’ —' The diligent Checis on the administration of the 
fmances --' The steady and uninfluenced Fnends of the Peo- 
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ple’---' Which would give us the benefit: of upright and abie 
Minister, while 1t would prevent evil and inc apable ones from 
doing us any more mischief, --which would invigorate that 
branch of ont constituti on, which, from the incessant change in 
buman affairs, 1s NOW become inefficient to the uses for which 
itwas intended ; which would finally remit to the people of 
ay ey the right of the British Commons to be represented 
‘full, free, and frequent Parliaments.’ This is the lan- 
pee of the biti of Ricuts: however to prevent all miscon- 
ceplion with respect to my own views, I think it necessary to 
state, openly and fairly, (though it is for principle aloue I pub- 
hicly contend) that they do not extend beyond the extinction of 
those boroughs in which the electors ought to be considered as 
too few in nuniber, and the extension of the elective franchise 
to householders. With respect to the duration of Parliaments, 
‘triennial Ones I should consider as the best mean between the 
two extremes, That duration with which Mr. Pym was con- 
tented in the seventeenth century, and the framers of the ‘Tri- 
ennial Billin the last, I must own will abundantly satisfy me. 


** Such, Gentlemen, 1s my bumble view of this great subject, 
and should there be any persons in the County of York who 
concur with me in opinion, I hope shortly to afford them an op- 
portunity of making their sentiments known. 


“ T propose, therefore to be at Mr. Etridge’s Hotel, in York, 
on the ‘Thursday in the ensuimg race week, when, of a sufficient 
number of personas do me the honour of meeting me, it may be 
considered what may be the niost efficient future means to for- 
ward the great object we have ip view. 

« Whatever may be the result of my appeal, I can venture 
to assure you, Gentlemen, that a more disinterested one was 
never made ; [have no party views to serve, for] am a man 
of no party. I have no expectations tn view, of any sort or de- 
scription, either public or private; Ihave no political animo- 
sities to avenge. 1 have no other motive, so help me God, for 
the step I have taken, but a sincere and most anxious wish to 


restore the liberties, and 90 to promote the security and prospe- 
rity of my Country. 


Should L succeed, Gentlemens in arousing my native eoun- 
ly to a sense of her consequence, and toa recollection of the 
marty and proud aititude she assumed at the end of the Ameri. 
can War, when, greatly through her efforts, a former ministerial 
reign of misrule, intolerance, folly, and profusion, was put an 


eud to--} shall be richly repaid for the trifling exertions I am 
able to make, 
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“ Should I fail—I have only again to retire into the besom of 
my family, but I shall carry with mea feeling of inestimable 
value to me—the yrateful consciousness—a recollection which 
will cheer me under every future circumstance of ory life—that 


in the day of her peril, I did what £ conceived to be my duty to 
my couptry. 


‘‘T have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
‘© Your most hiumble and devoted Servant, 
“WALTER FAWKES. 

“ Farntey Hall, July 5th, 1 

I am satisfied you are as sincere, as you are a zealous 
Reformer ; and 1 know you will consider candour as the 
best recommendation of any comments ; and in candour, 
therefore, I must observe, that there isa deficiency in 
the enumeration of the parties addressed, which must 
materiaily affect the importance of such a meeting! 
Why should you have confined yourself to the elec- 
tioneering appeal to the “ nobility, gentry, clergy, 
“and freeholders of the county?” Why not have ad- 
dressed yourself to the PEOPLE AT LARGE? Have 
we not seen enough of the tmpotence of these-privileged 
classes of boroughmonger creation? Is not the present 
dreadful condition of the country entirely owing to the 
criminal apathy, or more criminal connivance of these 
— ed classes? What have they ever done to justify 

the hope that they will now act honestly, or energetically, 
even in their own behalf! What bave they been, as a 
whole, during the last fifty years? Obedient spaniels of 
every ‘administration, and pet lap-dogs of the Court !— 
Can you hope they have been converted into British 
mastilis, or that they will ever venture to resent the in- 
dignities which they have stooped to bez? But there is 
another fatal error in this omission. It the nobility, 
gentry, clergy, and frecholders, could be moved, W HAT 
COULD THEY EFFECT WITHOUT THE PEO- 
PL? You must perceive that the inevitable answer 
is—NOTHING! As well might the séaff of an army 
hope to take the field adone, as tor the privileged classes 
to oppose the progress of the system which they have 
fostered in their folly, to destroy themselves ! Should 
they attempt to move, the ponderous weight of the sys- 
tem would crush them, to atoms. They would not have 
the advantaze which the army of the Reformers has had, 
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without ils staf of natural leaders ; for the NUMBERS 
of the canine ( lofi y eater mination ; * and as fast as one 
victim falls another rises ia his place! The advantage ; 
nay, the imperious necessity, of having the people united, 
to obtain any success in a contest with oppression, is 
clearly pointed out in every page of our history that re- 
cords the struggle. Whenever the spirit of Tory despo- 
tism has been checked fora moment, and more liberat 
Ministers forced upon the Monarch, to what has it been 
owing ? To the exertions of the nobility, gentry, 
clerg; ¥,and freecholders? No, Sir—it has always been 
owing to that impulse in favour ef freedom which has 
excited the popular indignation, agamst which politica! 
terziversalion could never meidtain itself, until paper 
credit was invented, to maintain a military force to re- 
strain the teelings of the people !—and until the effects 
: a general corruption had degraded the national cha- 
‘acter! Any appeal in favour of Reform, which is not 
siincondh to the whole people, must necessarily fail. It 
has no stable basis on which to rest. Tt is an air-drawn 
vision of unattainable good. It is a castle of ice, that 
glitters to the eye, but dissolves to ihe touch, 
aac to Adonis to relieve Atlas of his load. 
That the apathy of the “gentlemen” has been pro- 
ductive of much mischief, is true ; but it is a fatal error 
to suppose the “ gentlemen” can remedy the evils their 
misconduct has oceasioned. By a tie people, 
they have disarmed themselves; but this is not all the 
inischief, By becoming the degraded tools, or slaves, 
of the system, they have become degenerate, as well as 
defenceless ; and their spoilers count as rawch upon their 
inability to use their weapons, as upon the difficulty of 
recovering them. The “gentlemen” have lost so much 
in character, that it will require some strong proofs of 
their new-born zeal and sincerity in favor of freedom, 
Lefore they would be again trusted. Are these proofs 
given, by calling upon the public to leave the contest 
for public rights, in order to obtain for the “ nobility, 
Beaty, cler gy, end freeholders,” those advantages 
hich they have forfeited by their misconduct ? No, 
Sir! Nothing but the PU BLIC CAUSE can rouse the 
PUBLIC. There is no other object worthy of the er- 


It isan 
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sriions of all, but the RIGHTS OF ALL. Let me, 
therefore, most earnestly recommend to your assembly 
a declaration of public rights, and an union formed on 
the broad basis of advocating ALL those rights, that the 
whole people may be united in one common bond, and 
form an impenetrable phalanx, which canaot be pene- 
trated by the force, or dissolved by the fraud of despotic 
knaves ; a phalanx that must conquer where it presents 

itself; and which will be too powerful to render resist- 
ance politic. 

You assert, and justly, that “the country ought nof 
*“ to be satisfied with any scheme of Reform, which 
** would not provide for the abolition of that undue and 
** unconstitutional influence, which has so long prevail- 
“* ed in the House of Commons, keeping hoth the Sove- 
“ reien and the subject in thrakdom 3 yet you imagine 
this — be effected by “the es <tinction of those bo- 
‘** roughs in which the electors ought to be considered as 
“6 too fe 2w in number, the e: xtension of the elective fran- 
* chise fo householders, and the restoration of Triennial 
“ Parliaments,’ Now, Sir, without entering into any 
of those discussions, in which it has been most incontest- 
ably proved, that any thing short of the suffrages of ail 
of mature ave and sound ‘mind, are essential to form 2a 
full and fair representation of the people ; without stop- 
ping to enquire why the householder shoul { be invested 
with a right, which is denied to the individual who is 
compelled to defend the house of the former at the ha- 
zard of /ife; without pausing to dwell upon the fact, 
that a Triennial Parliament destroyed the liberties of 
the nation, by enacting Septennial P arliaments,—let me 
ask, whether the principles upon which you propose to 
found the basis of your exertions in favour of Reform, 
are those upon whieh you can carpect the co-operation 
of the PEOPLE? With the full evidence of absolute 
proof, | am compelled to state that THEY ARE Nor. 
They offer nothing satisfactory to the mind. They car ry . 
with them no eonviction to the reason ; they afford no 
stimulus to that mighty impulse which is requisite. They 
do not touch the chord that pervades all bosoms’, sii 
vet they are « quite as difficult to be carried into effect, ag 
if they embraced the rights, and offered a suarantee Ig 
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the interests, ofall. Corruption will yield nothing without 
com ulsion. To compel her to yield anything would re- 
quire the general voice of the whole nation; is it not 
weakness, then, to propose measures which are not cal- 
culated to obtain the general voice? 

In your quotation from Sir Edward Coke, you per- 
ceive that legal authority declares the representatives 
should receive ‘“* their commissions from the PEQO- 
“PLE!” He does not say from the Aouse-holders, or 
the gentry, or the clergy, or the freeholders; but from 
the PEOPLE,— including all these classes, and that far 
greater body of whom the majority of the peaple consist. 
Representatives are also, says Coke, to ‘* assess the con- 
* tributions of their Consritusnts.” A representative 
body, then, according to this writer, and according to 
reason, elected by householders, would have a right only 
to assess the contributions of ouse-holders!—and the 
representatives of the gentry, clergy, and freeholders, 
have no right to assess the contributions of any besides 
their constituents, the gentry, clergy, and freeholders! 
if the advocates of such representatiou will be content 
with the ‘ assessment of their constituents only,” their 
propositions would be less monstrous. The declaration 
of King William, (who, by the bye, I cannotcalla dedi- 
verer) also requires that “* the good of the NATION,” and 
nut the good of householders, freeholders, gentlemen, and 
clergymen, should be constantly before the eyes of the 
representatives of the people. Indeed, to descend from 


. the sublimity which the idea of a whole people, a nation 


in the aggregate inspires, to the detail of freeholders, 
copyholders, householders, gentlemen, and clergymen, 
is to me as ridiculous, as it would be for the friends of 
an individual whose whole body was bound to the rack, 
to attempt to stipulate that one finger should not be 

inched, that one arm should not be broken, or that the 
7 of his head should not be cut off ;—irstead of exert- 
ing themselves to free him altogether from the murder- 
ous torture. That Mr. Pym should have been satisfied, 
in the 17th century, with triennial parliaments argues 
nothing to the present purpose. The experiment was 
madeand it FAILKR. And it not only failed to do good, 
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but it did more mischief than any preceding legislative 
measure had ever done. If anindividual were entrusted 
with the care of an orphan, and instead of protecting, 
should destroy him, would it be an argument for entrust- 
ing another to his care, that he had been before deemed 
a harmless individual ! 

There is one mode of putting all these questions upon 
a clear And distinct basis, which should prevent all dis- 
pute upon them. It is this—the PEOPLE, as the 
source of all power, and the parties to whom all respon 
sibility for the exercise of power is due, ought to be the 
final umpires as to what shall be substituted, as an 
eifeclual remedy for the grievances of the state. Those 
Reformers, therefore, who would the most effectually 
promote the cause of Reform, should take those methods 
which are the most likely ta put an end to the existing 
abuses. This is the first object. The real representa- 
tives of the people must hereafter express the sense of 
the people, as to what mode of supplying their place 
shall be finally adopted. To the means, therefore, the 
effectual means of arresting the corruptions of the sys- 
tem, I hope you will devote your most earnest and indé- 
fatigable exertions. And allow me to suggest that there 
is but ONE MEANS of paralysing the system, to which 
the ‘* nobility, gentry, clergy, and freeholders” can re- 
sort :—and that isto WITHHOLD THE SUPPLIES! 
While the revenue flourishes,—while the tares are paid 
—while corruption can find the means of bribing the 
base passions of iis minions in its support, and of awing 
complaint into silence, or submission, by a standing army 
—there is no hope of a legislative Reform from “ that 
‘assembly to which alone it can be referred!” The 
county of York can do much. If it has virtue enough to 
imitate the example set by Hampden of refusing volun- 
tarily to pay the demands of a Borouzhmonger usurpa- 
tion, it will do every thing that reason can require at 
its hands; and if you, Sir, shall be the happy means of 
rousing the nobility, zentry, clergy, and freeholders of 
your native county, to make common cause with the 
multitude who have been struggling for Reform, in the, 
midst of perils and difficulties which have dismayed their 
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“natural leaders,” you will nobiy deserve the laure! 
which glory loves to twine around the foreheads of the 
sons of freedom. You know what has kept back the 
county of York, from the recent expression of popular 
opinion. The majority of its population are enlichtened 
apd zealous Reformer: s; and they are guided only by a 
reference to principle. You are avware that if the opi- 
nions of the people of Yorkshire were collected, it is 
neither Whiggism, nor Toryism, that they would sane- 
tion; but the principles of Rapicar. REFORM. The 
mere Whigs know this, and dare not appeal to them. 
The Tories are also aware of tle same fact, and are de- 
lighted to see that the peozle will not abandon thei: 
principles for the Whigs, and that the Whigs have not 
had either courage or honesty to abandon Whiz roism for 
ithe Ricuts or Man. In sucha crisis, may you, Sir, 
do what Mr. Fox, with all his errors, would not have 
hesitated to haye done, in the sume circumstances. He 
would have thrown himself into the arms of the people, 
in spite of all the seductions of party, had the multitude 
held the same aspect towards him, as they have since 
heli towards their natural leaders. He who had the 
courage and honesty to declare in 1753, that the people 
were, and ought to be, the sole arbiters ‘of what form of 


governmert they would choose to support, would not 


have hesitated to have advocated the Sovere ionty of the 
People, had he lived to witness the recent exertions otf 
ithe people in their own behalf. Be Sir, what he would 
have been. Do what he would have done. Let the in- 
eienant force of your eloquence wake to a sense of ho- 
nour those who have so jong forgetten all the duties of 
ynanhood. Rouse to a sense of justi ce all who have been 
willing to hunt down resistance to oppression, that they 
might g glitter in the spoils of their country. Teach the 
satellites of corruption, that there is yet a power to which 
they may be made responsible ; and that the cenius of 
British freedom, only needs the invocation of honest ard 
brave men, to re-appear amongst them. 
I remain, Sir, your well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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SIR C. WOLSELEY’S ADDRESS 
TO THE INHABITANTS OF STAFFORDSHIRE, ON THE SUB- 
: JECT OF TYTHES. 


ee my 


‘There is no subject more deserving of public attention than 
the question of tithes. It is equally important to all classes; 
and nothing more than a proper understanding of it, is requisite 
to promote a material alteration for the better. When we find 
clergymen chusing this pericd of general distress to fleece their 
flock by clerical exactions; it is necessary to enquire whether 
they hiave law; for we are aware they have neither reason nor 
justice, on their side. There bas been a curious decision on 
this matter, in Norfolk, which calls upon the tythe payers 
of every county, to make a stand; and to see that they are 
not spoiled of more than the law requires. I will copy the 
account from the public papers, and subjoin a few remarks for 
the further elucidation of the matter. 

“ IMPORTANT DECISION RELATIVE TO TYTHES. 

“« At the last Norfolk Quarter Sessions, held at Norwich on 
the 17th of April, 1822, the Court came to a most important 
decision on the Poor Laws, on an appeal by the Rev, Dr. Bul- 
mer, Rector of Cawston, against the Poors’ Rate for that 
parish. Tie Doctor had been rated at 550!. per annum for 
the tythes against which he appealed, upon the ground that it 
exceeded a fourth of the assessment, upon the tythe- 
able property, in the parish, which, he contended, was 
the proporuon at which tythes should be assessed to 
the poors’ rates. The Court dismissed the appeal, being una- 
nimous of opinion that there was no rule in law, for fixing a 
proportional assessment on tythes, compared with land; and 
that the only principle was to assess all real property, accord. 
to the productive value of profit which it yielded. This deter- 
mination is Important, as it recognizes a principle, the general 
application of which, at the present time will necessarily be 
attended with the most serious results, both to the farmer and 
the clergy ; upon the latter of whom the chief burden of sup- 
porting the poor will now, as im former times, be thrown, 
According to this principle, it is evident, that at the present 
time the assessment upon Jand ought to be nearly nomi- 
val; and that tythes should be assessed at their full amount ; 
it being notorious, that no profi’ whatever is now afforded 
from the land in general; and that that, which the landlord re- 
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ceives in the name of reut, is, in fact, apayment out of the 
Farmer's capital; while tythes, being taken clear of taxes, and all 
other expences attending the raising of crops, are nearly all profit. 
This decisiot! has created a great sensation in Norfolk, and the 
farmers in many places have already insisted upon a selection 
of their assessments, and) upon rating the parsons to the full 
amount of their (ythes, as well where they are compounded for, 
as when taken in kind. ‘The above principle was acknowledged 
wits FULL EXTENT, a short tine since, in the Court of 
King’s Bench; Mr. Linities Holroyd having expressly decla ed, 
that a rate on land i is, in effect, a rate on the profits of land :— 
for where there are no profits, there is no beneficial occupa- 
tion.” 

This decision may truly be called important; and as its 
justice is apparent to all, let a/l who are subject to the pay- 
ment of tythes, see that this principle is carried into effect in 
all other districts. It is necessary that the clergy of the church 
of Exgland, who, (as a body), “have been most active in sup- 
porting every ministerial measure, and in subjecting the people 
to the operation of a most grinding taxation, should bear their 
full share of the burdens which thy have been foremost in 
loading upon the shoulders of others. And it is of all things 
the most unpardonable and intolerable, that they should ~ 
to shelter their tythes upon the charges made upon other pro- 
perty. Taxation, to be just, should only fall upon the profits 
of capital employed. When it touches the capital itself it be- 
comes robbery; for to take trom any man the means which 
he uses for his support, and thus to reduce him to beggary, in 
Ccespite of his labour, cannot be justified by any pretended 
necessity, unless that necessity implicated all al.ke; and cal- 
led for a greater sacrifice. When a man, therefore can shew 
he has no profitable occupat on of land, he is exempt from any 
charge upon the land; and the burthen must fali where the 
benefit rests, "The tythes cre a// profit :—the tythe holder is 
at noexpence ID manuring, or cultivating. He only conics to 
fetch away his portion! He has no taxes to pay, inthe labour 
of production ; and is clearly the only _ profitable holder 
of the land at present; which may be said to be held in 
trust, for the taxes of state, and thy tythes of the church! 
Neither the landholder, nor the cultivator of the land, can 
obtain any profit. Therefore the maintenance of the poor 
must, and should fall upon those who have the profits of the 
land, which is chargeable by law with their matmtenance, as 
well as other burthens. But there is another reason why the 
church should he imperatively called upon to maintain the 
poor, or atleast to give up that considerable portion of the 
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éythes which are as much the property of the poor, by the title 
under which the Church holds the right of collecting them, as 
a portion belongs t: the Church. You have heard a great deal 
of nonsense lately ‘bout tythes being the private property of 
the Church. ‘The holders of such absurd doctrines might as 

well tell us, that the pootr’s rate are the private property ; of the 
overseers ! !—_Tythes originated in this wav. In the vear 600 
Christianity was introduced into England. ‘There were then 
no tythes upon the land; and the Monks, who brought over 
Catholic Christianity, brought no authority with them to de- 
mand any. ‘Their converts endowed monasteries and churches; 
the care of the poor necessarily fell under the jurisdiction of 
the Church; and in the “ Canons of Elfric,’ we tind the 
following account of the tythes (and which I beg leave to say, 
is corroborated by “ the learned Selden,” whose work on 
Tythes I have this moment before me,)—“ Let the priests re- 
** ceive the tythes of the people, and keep a written account of 
all that they had paid them; and divide them, in the presence 
of such as fear God, according to canonical authority! Let 
them set apart the first share for the buildings and ornaments 
of the Churci,—and distribute the second “to the poor and 
strangers, with their own hands, in mercy and humility ; - and 
reserve the third part for themselves.” Tins is the ancient 
liw -of tythes; the legal origin of the claim, and the 
mode of distribution, is as saered as the right of collec- 
tion. By this law, the priest has a claim » only lo one- 
third for himself; he is made the collector of the whole ; 
but be is required to distribute one-third to. the “ poor 
and stranger,” and to appropriate another third = to 
the maintenance of religious editices. This was the law! 
There is no pretence of “ private property.” A certain pro- 
portion of the produce was by law assigned to certain purposes, 
This proportion may be made more or less, by any other lav, 

in the same way as the salary of any public othcer may be i in- 
creased or diminished by law; and while the salary of the Mo- 
narch is under the controul of the legislature, shall it be said, 
that the grants of the people to the Church cannot be inter- 
fered witli by the legislature? However, at present, let ts 
keep to the law, and see whether we cannot compel the Church 
to return to the law, acd this will reduce the tythes two-thirds 
—for since the poor and the strangers, and the maintenance of 
religious edifices, have been very cunningly turned over to 
other funds, the Clergy have only a claim to one-third of the 
sun which they now receive! ‘Phey can shew no law which 
confers the whole tythe on them! Nor can they be allowed to 
plead come law in the oor: and since it is certain, that 
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up to the period at which custom is admitted to be law, it was 
the custom of the Clergy to divide the tythes with the poor, 
and to repair the religious buildings from the same fund, The 
poor might be occasionally defrauded of their due share; buta 
share they had, until the period of the Reformation certainly ; 
and in all probability until the systenwof the poor laws was de- 
vised in the reign of Elizabeth, which by dexterous contrivance, 
called upon society for a provision, which already existed; and 
left the priest to pocket what was the property of the poor! 1 
say left him to do this: for it gave him no authority to do so, 
though this plunder of the poor was connived at:—for if the 
priest have any ancient title to tythes, the poor have the same 
ancient and unrepealed title to one-third of their amount ; 
which the priest is by law bound to “ distribute in the presence 
of such as fear God, according to the canunical authority.”— 
Those who call upon us to venerate our ancient institution, will 
do well to restore them to us. Any thing in our old records 
which beais against public rights, or tends to sanction the spoi] 
of public property, is eagerly quoted, and our immediate sub. 
scription is required. But when ancient history is in favour of 
the public freedom, or the public weal, it has become obsoleta 
and old-fashioned, and has ceased to be law! This is the doc- 
trine of the day, in favour of all abuses, and against all that is 
valuable to the public; and unless the people shew themselves 
far more determined to uphold the law, than they have hi- 
therto been, there will not leng be left any degad benefits for 
them, 

Having shewn the law of tythes—as far as there is any law 
about them, is avery different thing from what the church 
would have us believe it is, it may be necessary to remark, 
that the pretended derivation of the English system of tythes 
from the scriptures, is equally fallacious. ‘the Jewish tythes, 
which were not a tenth of the produce, but a tenth of the 
increase, or profits, (to speak in modern terms) were devoted 
to the erection of temples, the support of the widows, the 
orphans, the poor, and the strangers, besides defraying the ex- 
pences of government; forthe tribe of Levi were in fact the 
governors, as Well as the priesthood and instructors of the peo- 
ple. Besides which, the tribe of Levi gave up their inheritance 
ym the land to the other tribes, and were thus entitled to their 
share of the produce, independent of any service rendered to 
the public. But did the church of England ever give up any 
portion of the tythes to the community! Have its members 
any other claim ihan for the serviees they render? What has 
placed them on the shouiders of the people any faster than the 
Catholic Chureh was fixed there: and did the Catholic Church 
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ever attempt to exact atthe rate the Church of England ha$ 
done? Never!—What should prevent the legislature from in- 
terfering to regulate the pay of the Church according to its 
services? When the legislature laid violent hands upon ‘the pro- 
perty of the Catholic Church, and transferred to the Protestant 
establishment, both in England and Ireland?) From what the 
Jegislature has done, we may infer what it can do; and when 
we read of its having taken the crown from one individual, to 
place itupon the bead of another, it is too ridiculous to tell us 
it cannotrestore to the poor, what it had given them from ages 
before usurpation and audacity appropriated to the priesthood 
the fund, of which it was only the legal depositary. To en- 
force the principle of revision and restoration of the laws, let all 
who are interested, exert themselves to carry into effect, the 
legal decision of the Quarter Sessions at Norfolk, and the cor. 
responding declaration of Mr. Justice Hclroyd. The Clergy 
and the State have all the beneficial holding of the land; and 
since the Church has been profuse in its penegyrics, on the late 
rust and necessary war, which has made all the taxation neces- 
sary! as it has always re-echoed the ministerial cry? and eulo 
vised the ministerial measures; it ought in justice to feel the 
burthen of the maintenance of the mnumerable poor, which 
those measures have created and multiplied throughout the 
conntry, ‘Libis willbe a just mode of returving the bitter cup 
to its own lips, and compelling it to take the hyssop mixed in 
delusion and mockery,for others. I shall feel it my duty to exert 
myself, in order that justice may be done to all parties ; and 
trust 1 shall not be found alone in the discharge of one, so ne- 
eessary and so Important, 


And remaip, my fellow-countrymen, 
Your obedient humble servant, 


C, WOLSELEY. 
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FAMINE IN IRELAND. 





SIR, London, 15th July, 1$22. 


I observe in the DwarF of Jast Wednesday an ac: 
knowledgment, that the means of putting a stop, in one day, 
to the murders now going on in Ireland, is above your corm- 
prehension. [ will inform you on the subjec t:—The Ministers 
knew that the people, in some parts of Ireland, apprehended 
a state of starvation. Ministers knew that this was, in part, 
the cause of the disturbances which took place. But Minis- 
ters, in place of rendering bread, sent soldiers to destroy those 
who would not die quietly. Ministers could at that time, could 
at any time, could uow, send orders to the proper authorities 
to provide, at their peril, a sufficient quantity of food for the 
de-titute, and diaw for the cost on the public treasury. And 
when an account of all the expense was finally made up, Mi- 
nisters could reimburse the public treasury, by means of a rate 
on the rent of dand, and tithe of the different districts, in 
which the expense had been incurred. {t was the duty of 
Ministers to have acted in this manner; and Mr. Owen very 
properly calls the deaths in Ireland, which are now taking 
place from starvation, murders. But, pertiaps, we are now 
going to be put on the Malthus System of reduction of redun- 
dant population ; ; and this may be the commencement of the 
scheme. ‘The great ditheulty will be found in England, on 
account of the poor laws. If Lawyer Scariett’s Bill had passed, 
that difficulty would have been pretty well got over. But the 
matter will not rest long: another learned man is et work on 
the subject, who, perhaps, may have better succe ss. I hope, 
however, [ have satisfied you, that the “ musders”’ in Ireland 
might all be put a stop to in one ddy: the government has 
euly to give the necessary orders by means of a Circular, 


Yours, 


AN OBSERVER OF THE TIMES. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARS. 
= engi 


From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 
Yellow Bonze at Japan. 





LIBERATION OF THE BLACK DWARF—QUESTIONS RE- 
SPECTING GOOD BEHAVIOUR—HiS FIRST APPEAR- 
ANCE IN PUBLIC AMONG THE BIRMINGHAM REFOR-. 
MERS. 


Respected Yellow Friend, 

My second period of .actwal tribulation is 
about to expire. On Friday next, barring ‘‘ the acci- 
‘* dents that flesh, is heir to,” the gracious rulers of this 
happy land have agreed, that it will comport with the 
safety of the state, that I should move out of the limits 
of the walls that constitute my present boundaries ; after 
i shall have engaged to “‘ be of good behaviour” for the 
term of five years ! To myself this seems no very great 
hardship ; and never having been accustomed to any 
ill-behaviour, I would as readily engage to be of good- 
behaviour all the rest of the days which it may please 
the Author of Life to favour me with. But this view 
of the question only relates to my power of pleasing 
myself—not of satisfying others ; ard let me behave as 
well as I will, [must confess I have some doubts of being 
able to behave in suck a manner, as shall please those 
eminent critics in the complaisances of social life, my 
Lord Castlereagh, my Lord Elden, my Lord Liverpool, 
and the twelve very venerable judyes, who preside over 
the political manners of the British empire. It is true 
they allow /atitude enough to behaviour, in many re- 
spects ; but unluckily where they would extend a libe- 
ral interpretation to questionable conduct, I have no dis- 
position to indulge; and, like all unreasonable people, 
where they would draw the line the straightest, I have 
the greatest inclination to offend. For instance, they 
would not deem it 2//-behaviour, nor call upon me for 
any political forfeiture, if I were to indulge myself in any 
of those excesses which ia private life are denominated 


bad behaviour. They would call me to 20 reckoning, if 
Vol, 1X. No. 4. 











126 THE BLACK DWARF 


I were an ill neighbour, a false friend, a cruel master, or 
a treacherous acquaintance. Nay, if 1 would fall down 
and worship the Paper Ipot, profanely called Bitty 
Pirt’s HaG of Threadneedie Street, all other vices 
would be counted mcritsin me; and 1 ‘might he admit- 
ted to the society of the respec ctable visiters of the Old 
Lady, with all imaginable eclatand with no other earthly 
qualifications to respec stability, than ‘ the prostration 

“of heart and understanding,” which the Arch ‘bishop of 
Canterbury feels is so essential to the well- being of 
Church and State. 

1 know not how it is, my Yellow Friend, ‘but this 
essential prostraéion is what I cannot brook. It seems 
to me the very worst dchaviour in the world. What! 
piosirate my understanding, that a blockhead may ap- 
pear respectable! W hat! prostrate my feelings, that 
a cunning fellow of a bonze may walk over them to an 
undeserved elevation! Not J, indeed ; let him prostrate 
his own understanding as he pleases—and offer up his 
own heart, if it be hard enough to bear the trampling of 
his superiors se eneatix pain! f will keep mine ERECT as 
Jong as I can, let wko will call it a breach of good man- 
ners t9 refuse voluntary submission to presumptuous 
domination. Yet I must be of good behaviour! Well, 
1 will be so; but let me have fair judgment from an 
impartial tribunal. If I were toask of thee, what would 
be good behaviour, thou wouldst probably refer me to 
the Christian Scriptures, as the best authority with 
Christian rulers, and say ein was only cailed upon to 
““ no JUSTICE, to LOVE MERCY, and to walk humbly 
“© before God.” To this definition of goed behaviour, f 
could have no objection ; mis it may not happen entire- 
ly to suit my great friends! Ab! my good old acquain- 
tance, thou knowest what a terrible word JUSTICE is 
to many people in this wicked world! And, above all, 
how hateful it is to the ears cf those who are elevated, 
for the most part, above its ordmary reach! Think of 
the alarm with which a vulture, who had built her 
bloody nest in the pinnacle of a cliff, that had bid defi- 
ance to the impotent raging of the sea for ayes —would 
see the waves rising higher “and higher in succession, un- 
til they threatened ‘to 8 weep her irem her supposed 3 iti 
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accessible elevation, and drown her young ones in’ the 
very school of their sanguinary habits. It is with such 
fears that the sound of JUSTICE is heard in the gilded 
palaces, and the splendid mansions of the mercenary, or 
ambitious great! Every gem which sparkles in their 
eyes, seems to them always sullied with the tears of the 
tnisery from whose unrequited labour it was wruug. 

The music that is summoned to soothe them to vainly - 
solicited slumber, resembles to them the clamour which 
in the field of battle is made to drown the shricks of the 
dying victims of despotic strife for worthless power! 
When the peor pass them, they shun them with as jea- 
Jous fear as rapacious guardians would shun the orphans 
they have defrauded! The rags and wretchedness they 
behold, they feel is the price of the splendour in which 
they olitter. The famine of which they hear is_ the cost 
of the luxury in which they wallow. Is it then wonder- 
ful, that JUSTICE—that single word in which ALL 
DUTIES, and ALL RIGHTS, are expressed—that 
single word, which in the transactions between man 
should be the eternal and immutable umpire—that word 
which, between man and man, expresses all that the end- 
less modifications of law were intended to define—is it 
wonderful that such a word should have ten thousand 
terrors to all who are conscious that venal enterests, and 
personal expedience have been the idols preferred to the 
legitimate Deity ? What would become of thousands 
who lord it with such insolence over humanity, were 
JUSTICE to award the full amount of their deserts! 


*¢ How many then would cover who stand bare ! 
** How many be commanded who command '” 


i question much whether the August Emperor of 
Japan, whi is descended in a direct line from the Sun, 
very nearly related to the Moon, would retain a 

gle turret of one ofhis gingerbread p: al aces, or a single 
weak of any of the splendid garments he has devised 
for himself, with all the ingenuity ofa tailor, if strict jus- 
tice were awarded to all hissubjects! And if this celestial 
monarch who considers himself as essential to the 
existence of the world, as his relatives the Sunand Moon, 
would have so much to dread from susTicz, what could 
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the Autocrat of Russia or the Great Turk, or the peti- 
coat-embroiderer of Spain, expect from JUSTICE! Should 
justice resume her rational empire, my friend, there are 
thrones that would be as worthless as close-stools, and 
ministers of state that would obtain no more respect 
than necessary-woman! A regard to justice is there. 
tore naturally exempted from the items of which behavi- 
our to please the:n is composed. It does not suit them, 
either that justice should be dispensed by them to others, 
or by others to themselves. They have a natural anti- 
pathy to what may injure them ; love of justice becomes 
sedition against their znterests ;—and to attempt to 
“DO JUSTICE,” according to the positive commands 
of the Christian Scriptures, would certainly be construed 
into HIGH TREASON, if not against the head of the 
Church which commands justice to be done, but is sa- 
tisfied with the order—at least against all those who 
usurp his name, to abuse his authority. What, then,am 
Ttodo? If {obey the Christian Scriptures, U shall offend 
the laws of these Christzans. If 1 obey the Christian 
Deitv, I shall offead the Ministers of his Church! Good 
behaviour to the one, will be 2/7 behaviour to the other ; 
and here at present, it is far more dangerous to personal 
sofety, to offend the creature than the CREATOR! The 
latter is merciful and bountiful to the greatest sinners ; 
but the former has no mercy for the best of the human 
species? No, I must have nothing to do with justice, 
if would Jehave well, in the estimation of the good 
people who have sent me here. { must never think 
about justice :—and as to seo/ing for it, it would be as 
dangerous as to enter the den of a hyena! Instead otf 
this justice, they want me to respect a substitute in 
which they deal, called /aw—a thing that answers their 
purpose much better; but which, from the samples 1 
have had of it, is not likely to answer :ny purpose at all! 
Indeed I have had quite enougi of it, already, to know 
that it is a worthless substitute ; and that the parties 
who deal in it, are not much better than the article 
they vend at so dear a rate. 

Having thus clearly proved that to bo susTIce, would 
not be to behave well in the eyes of my self-consti- 
tuted ouardians, let us see whether LOVING MERCY would 
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ie better likely to please them. They have a proverb 
here, that “ dzke loves like,” and if it be correct, I must 
love mercy as little as justice, if 1 would please them ; 
for as they shew no mercy to their victims, they can 
have but little affection for it; and if I were to dove 
mercy, What must 1 think of them? could not love 
mercy consistently with duc respect for such individuais 
as Lord Castlereagh ! That is, | could not love mercy 
as a principle ; for Tam aware there are oceasions on 
which Lord Castlereagh himself would be very merciful 
indeed! Nothing can restrain his peous rage, when any 
daring, individual in England shall question the truth of 
the Christian doctrines; but when the Turks burn down 
Christian churches by scores, immolate Christian men by 
thousands, and gratify their brutal lusts in the violation 
of as many Christian women, this pews lord has an 
immense fund of charzty for the Turks! So that if 1 
had happened, luckily, to have been a Turk, [ might 
have come myself within the scope of the philanthrophy 
of this nokle lord. Some free tongues will have it, how 
ever, that it is not because they are Turks, but because 
they are tyranis, that the noble lord is so fund of them. 
But let the matter be owing to what cause it may, the 
noble lord has a great deal of pity for the Turks :—and 
“ pity melts the mind to love;” and love is known to be 
very merciful, when it is gratified with a beloved object. 
I may, therefore, love mercy, as it regards the Turks; 
but here, unfortunately, the liberality of my great 
friends is of no avail; for 1 have no regard for the 
Turks; and am far more inclined to wish them to have 
justice, which is the deadly sin against all tyranny, and 
the only dangerous blasphemy with the abettors of 
tyranny! There are other individuals toward whom I 
might be allowably mercifully disposed :—that is, towards 
all that long catalogue of wretches who are powerful 
enough to escape, and to bid defiance to justice! But this 
mercy is not to my taste—and I must forego all license to 
exercise my charity in this way. Indeed I must trust to 
my old course ; which is to follow my own reason, and trust 
to the euidance of my own feelings. I know their bent, 
and can guess they will not lead me far from the line of 


my duty ; ; and that if they should urge me beyond the 
VoL. IX, Na, A. 
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bounds of piudence, they are not likely to make me ex- 
ceed those which honour and integrity prescribe. 

My first appearance in public, I believe, will be among 
the Reformers of Birmingham. They have invited me 
io di. e with them, on the Monday following my libera- 
tion; that ison the 29th of the present month; and 
though I have been confined here fifteen months for the 
horrible offence of taking a place in a stage coach to 
witness the public proceedings of the Birmingham Re- 
formers, and highly approving of the measures they pro- 
posed to take—yet one may hope that it is not yeta 
criminal offence to join a dinner party in that capital of 
the midland districts of the island. As the “ search for 
“* arms bill” has expired, the Anives and forks may be 
deemed allowable weapons at dinner time ; and the 
remainder of the séz acts to suppress sedition ‘certainly 
do not extend to the speaking of a little truth, after the 
cloth shall be removed. We must, of course, remem- 
ber that we are upon our good behaviour ; and not for- 
get ourselves so far as to speak too much truth—but a 
dittle, a very little, may be allowed in the 134th year of 
the reign of the sovereiga lords, the boroughmongers, 
dating “from the Revolution of 1688 which placed them 
above the British Throne! 

All the visitors will doubtless bear in mind, that 
Lgroughmongering good-behaviour is the order of the 
day ; and as falsehood, under the more agreeable epithet 
of fiction, is one of the sey stonntie virtues of the day, 
what an admirable scope for a lively imagination does 
such an occasion present! Todescant upon the putriot- 
ésm of a Castlereagh, the disinterestedness of an Eldon, 
the talent of a Sidmouth, the financial knowledge of a 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who is obliged to ask the 
JSoreign Secretary to make and deliver speeches for him 
in the senate of the country! How pleasing it will be 
io talk of the collective wesdom of Parliament! - How 
gratifying to show that even ciphers may be multiplied, 
and orgunized, by new and wonderful methods of com- 
bination, until they amount to something; and contrary 
to all the ordinary principles of common arithmetic, 
until they make up something of importance; for if the 
adage were truc that not! ing can he made of nothing, 
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no one had ever heard of the present administration ! 
which has lived, and flourished, and continues to 
Jive and flourish, though John Bull, the animal upon 
which these pigmies crawl and fatten, has long 
been many millions worse than nothing! And then how 
safe it will be to praise the ministry!’ The most viru- 
Jent dibe?s are those that contain the greatest truth. 
Now, one can praise these men, without a particle of 
truth; and let the encomiym be carried as far as lan- 

guage can supply hyperbole, it will be only the farther 
removed from truth; and consequently the farther remov+ 
ed from all possibility of libel. This will be delightfully 
convenient. And how pleased the farmers (for we 
shall have some of them there) will be, to hear that the 
ministers have not ruined them! How gratifying to 
all will it be to be 2mformed that Eugland is the most 
prosperous of nations ; and that the accounts of the famine 
in Ireland are but an wgly dream! To be sure,nebody 
can believe this; but it is only to know in what modes of 
speech our rulers take delight. It is quite immaterial. 
which are employed ; for THE TRUTH IS FELT, 
and language will no longer deceive any one. 

I need not say that 1 ‘anticipate a gratification of the 
highest, and most unalloyed description! It is almost 
worth the infliction of an unjust punishment, to know 
that its unjust character is understood by the enlighten- 
ed part of the community ; and there is no better me- 
thod of discouraging persecution, than by showing that 
it cannot lessen the reputation of the individual! Several 
of my friends from various parts of the kingdom have 
promised to meet me there; and carrying from my pri- 
son residence the same sentiments with which I entered 
it,I trust also to moot those withoatequany unchanged and 
unchan geable! Our common oppressors have long 
since abandoned the hope of coping with us by argument ; 
and we have now to show them, that they cannot con- 
quer us by injustice, or by persecution. Some striking 
lessons they have had already ; for of all their victims, 
no one has deprecated their wrath by submission, no one 
has fled from their anger—no one has been intimidated 
by their punishments. They have all nobly and truly 
fought the goud fight; exposing the ynconquerable de- 
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termination of manly souls to the coercion of vindictive 
laws !—All that have yet passed the ordeal, have dis~ 
played the most undaunted resolution: and all that aro 
yet under the yoke, display the same unyielding, and 
unbending spirits. To be cne of the number is some 
pride;—to meet others is a still greater satisfaction 
—and the only drawback from the satisfaction of the day 
will be, that others of our friends will remain in their 
prisons. But we will not forget them; and their exer- 
tions in the common cause will supply their places at the 
festive board. J requested thy condolence on my mis- 
fortunes, 1 also call upon thee to congratulate me on the 
termination of the present series. What may await me 
in future, lies in the inscrutable book of fate; but shall 
not damp my present enjoyment; being still, as ever, 
Glad, like a child to seize the first bright day ! 


and a votary of that philosophy which teaches that he 
who refuses an honest pleasure to day, because he may 
be exposed to inevitable pain to-morrow, acts like a sim- 
pleton, and deserves a foolscap for his pains. 
Thy friend and wel!-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 


FOLLY AND DEPRAVITY OF PERSECUTION. 








——-*¢ [tis a monster of such frightful mien, 
As to be hated, needs but to be seen; 

But seen too oft, familiar with her face ; 

We first endure, then pity, then embrace 2” 


All men agree in the declaration that there is not 
anything so disgusting as persecution. Eyery body 
disowens the monster. It is the subject of universal 
execration ; and the greatest insult you can offer to any 
man, is to suppose him capable of persecution! And, 
amidst this universal declamation against persecution, 
there is scarcely a bosom in which this monster does not 
hold a strong citadel, from w! ich no reason can dislodge 
it; and which too often makes reason herself a pander 
to her base appetite of vengeance. No age has been 
exempt from the influence, no philosophy have been 
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proof against the seductions of persecutions ; and though 
it is fashionable here to declaim against the persecutions 
of other realms, I know no place where persecution is 
more triumphant, or where that bad spirit obtains more 
victims, than in Great Britain. In every quarter of 
the empire she holds an absolute sway; sometimes exer- 
cised in open defiance of reason ; and at others mantled 
with the cloak of expediency, and disguised in the va- 
rious shapes that venal interest, or cunning policy sug- 
gest. In Ireland, persecution sits enthroned in imperial 
state; with her attendant ministers and officers—an 
army at her back, and a treasury at her disposal!’ Tatk 
of the reign of George the Fourth! Alas! It is not he 
—it is nothing human that reigns there! It is the spirit 
of persecution that usurps his authority, and supersedes 
his power. In his name, indeed, her fiat is issued ; 
and her mandates are prepared :—but not from him pro- 
ceeds the proscription of three-fourths of the inhabi- 
tants. Not from him proceeds the scourge that desolates 
the land. It is persecution that reigns—it is persecution 
that governs. Her power is there so absolute thata 
minion of a Corporation Alderman in her service dares 
to brave the authority of the King, to whom he bows 
in mockery his knee; but whose heart acknowledges a 
iar more powerful sovereign— his darling and profitable 
persecution ! 

In Scotland, persecution is not Jess absoluie, though 
she is more cunning. There she entrenches herself 
behind the affectation of daws, which leave the fate of 
the people at her mercy. Like an enormous spider, 
the fiend wraps herself up in the mazy cobwebs of 
ancient statutes, formed for the especial purpose of en- 
snaring her viclims; andall the industry andall the talent, 
that enable the sonsof Scotland to win their way to fame 
and honours in every other quarter of the globe, are not 
sufficient to cope with the monster at home. She pro- 
ceeds, with unrelenting hand, to expel the hardy and 
reluctant Highlander from his native hills, for the 
glorious purpose of replacing men with more profitable 
sheep! ‘The Scottish Church has, in part, escaped the 
influence of persecution, because it is poor! Persecu- 
tion delights in fatier pastures; and ia Scotland there- 














‘eA ‘3 2 ry r 7 4 4 
134 rH BLACK BWARE. 


fore, she hus formed her leading encampment upcn the 
field of politics, the produce of which finds a ready 
market in England, and she guards them with more 
jealousy and as much fury, as death is fabled by Milton 
to have kept the doors of hell. 

In Wales, persecution riots upon the surrounding ig- 
norance. Her prey put her to no trouble, but walk 
into her mouth to be devoured. Spirit, sense, and feel- 
ing scem to have been conqueted there, with the old 
British spirit that perished in the shade of mountains 
that are known ro more to freedom, or to venius, Sunk 
in the deepest trance of borough thraldom, leaning upon 
a few reeds, and deeming them patriot-oaks, hoping 
with a blind fatality against reason, Wales is only re- 
membered as the geographical scite of Snowdon. The 
spirit that made Snowdon celebrated, is buried deeper 
than its base; and the clarion that might wake the dead, 
would summon it in vain! Its most daring spirits wan- 
der upon its shores to find the foot-mark of a man, and 
to commemorate the period when the foot-mark was 
impressed ; as if MAN were an animal no longer known 
in that portion of the world ; and it were an object of 
curiosity to have it recorded that one had been there.— 
This is the mental soil in which persecution delighteth ; 
for she can here lay aside her sword, wash her blood- 
stained hands from the evidences of her guilt, and reign 
in sport: secure that none will be daring enough to dis- 
pute her authority, or that if some daring spirit should 
venture to call her title in question, that her ignorant 
volaries will take the offender outside the camp, and 
stone him to death, for his unseasonable knowledge, and 
mpious courage. 

In England, persecution is an actor of all work, and 
appears, in various characters, on every stage. In some 
parts, she reigns in pomp and terror, as in Ireland. Her 
favourite residence is Manchester, and her regular court 
at Lancaster! There justice is unknown, and law is an 
empty sound. The will of persecution is absolute ; and 
there is no redress to be obtained for the injuries that 
her caprice, or malice, may inflict. There she has flesh- 
ed her sword in blood at noon-day ; and in the blaze of 
‘he meridian sun. has bared her red right hand for MUR- 
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DER! There she has elboved justice fram her seat ; 
and replaced her with religious and political fury !— 
dsuilt has been her open counseiler, and desperate frenzy 
the director of her ‘movements : and to commemorate 
her victories, she has bound her victims in dungeons, 
and loaded them with insults and with injuries! The 
nation started in wonder, and in horror, from her auda- 
eity ; but she was unmoved. They demanded vengeance, 
but she smiled at them; for greatness was on her side. 
She read her detfers of thanks from rulers, in reply 
to the execrations of the people; and brandishing her 
bloody sword aloft, she proclamed herself the Sovereign, 


‘© And vowed to immolate again, 

“© Who question’d, or disown'd her reign !” 
Lancashire, itt short, is the Ireland of the Engtish coun- 
ties; and it is difficult to determine in which ‘of the two 
portions persecution is better beloved, or more effectually 
served. Cheshire rather’ resembles Wales ; ; there the 
accusation is the proof, and the charge is the convic- 
tion. Persecution need not leave her palace there.-— 
Her minions anticipate her wishes; and her victims 
are immolated with the most perfect indifference. 

In London. Persecution is dbliged to walk with more 
eircumspection, and to strike with ereater duplicity. 
Were sie to walk abroad in her native deformity, and 
exhibit all the depravity of her nature, se would rarely 
be gratified with any victims. She thiecefied has recourse 
to str atagem, and masquerade. Dressed up alternately 
in the garb of religion aud loyalty, the fiend turns com- 
mon spy, and despicable earwig to the venal, and the 
timid ;—and prompts her base or miserable tools to 
become the instruments of her vengeance. Where she 
finds prejudice inveterately fixed, or interest the leading 
princ:ple of action, she is certain to succeed, in render- 
ing the parties subserv ient to her nefarious designs. She 
respects no rank, for she knows that rank is the very 
citadel of prejudices and venality. Elence a Chief 
Justice is often seen in her train, as a commen informer ; 
learned bishops and pious ladies hold up her train;— 
believing her to be the Religion or the Loyalty she apes 
80 mise, ably ; and the throng huzza her, as though s se 
were some Goddess instead of an incarnate fiend. She 
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fees counsel, packs juries, biasses judges, and hires wit- 
nesses, with an easy impudence that deludes common 
observers; who are willing to allow something for her 
apparent zeal; and those who can see the devil behind 
the mask of the angel, are either fearful of declaring their 
knowledge, lest they should not be believed ; or they dis- 
guise it, from the hope of making greater profit by 
the concealment! The decorum with which persecution 
is treated by the great, ensures her favourable reception 
with the crowd ;—where she succeeds in the des- 
truction of inceutious honesty,she is praised to the skies ; 
and should she fail, she is let down so gently by the 
complaisance of her protectors, that she is seldom full 
detectcd. Sometimes, indeed, the mask will fall off in 
spite of all her care,—at others some daring hand will 
tear it rugely off:—and then the crowd, when fairly and 
fully undeceived, express their honest detestation without 
reserve. But Persecution has always some friendly car- 
riage, or some open door, to reccive her; and often a 
military force to cut her a safe road through the ranks 
of the populace, and lodge her in a place of safety, until 
the storm has blown over, and the quickly excited pas- 
sions of the multitude are rapidly lulled to another un- 
suspicious repose! 

In all pretended trials for matters of opinion, Per- 
secution is the leading prompter. Opinion can never be 
the ground of just punishment. Paine well expresses the 
innocent nature of opinion, when he says— no man 
‘* believes any thing because it is wrong, but because he 
*deoms it true.’ And while he deems it true, what 
folly, what injustice, to persecute his belief; and to pre- 
tend to try Adm by those who think him in error! The 
word triad is prostituted from its honest meaning in all 
such cases. There can be no trial under such circum- 
stances. It is merely a circuitous mode of condemnation 
without trial. ft is employing the forms of justice to 
defeat its ends. Yet we have had Turks persecuting 
Jews because they could not believe in Mahomet; and 
when they fled from the tyranny of the crescent to the 
protection of the cross, the Christians have immolated 
them alive for not being able to believe in Christ! So 
inconsistent axe the furious passions that the spirit of 








THE BLACK DWARE. 137 


Persecution raises in her train, that she has employed 
different species of Christians to burn and hang each 
other! In our day, she has been, for the most part, 
baulked of her appetite for bloed; but she has been 
pretty liberally feasted with the tears and sighs of her 
numerous victims ; and equally gratified with the sterner 
sufferings of those who have scorned to complain. 

It is is the most disgurting to see persecution select 
woman for its prey ; but it isa very coward in its nature, 
and never strikes but where it deems its victims without 
the power of resistance. Yet it is often disappointed ; 
and it is gratifying to see how very lamely it halts, when 
it meets with an unexpected defiance. The late trialof 
Mrs. Wright, for disputing the doctrines of the christian 
faith, must outrage the feelings of all considerate beings. 
A woman, without any interested motive, and at 
peril of all her comforts, denies the divinity of the reli- 
gion of the state. She sells some writings disputing its 
veracity, and censuring it in language somewhat rough 
and unpolished. She is prosecuted, as it is called, pro- 
bably by men who hold the faith in no higher estima- 
tion than herself ;—she is accused—a woman accused— 
of an intention to destroy the revelation of a Deity— 
and is found guilty! The Chief Justice must have been 
ashamed to hear the accusation, and to contrast it with 
the defence! In this country nearly NINE MILLIONS 
are annually paid to the priesthood of the established 
church alone; and yet the daw is called in aid of this 
army of priests, and its enermous treasury, to defend 
the CHURCH OF GOD against a WOMAN, who 
appears to take her triad with a HELPLESS INFANT in 
her arms! Notning can surpass the folly of arraying 
such disparity of force on one side, against the apparent 
weckness of the other. Yet, strange to say, but true, 
tie weaker side is made the stronger by such odds :—and 
persecution at once raises its object into importance, and 
weakens its own power. | 

The temper of one of the jurorson this trial is worthy 
of notice; as it shews how far zeal and zgnorance may 
go in matters of opinion. Mrs. Wright read some extraets 
!rom asermon preached by an eminent Unitarian preacher; 
and one of the jurymen asked whether it was to be al- 
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dowed, as it was an attack upon Christianity!!! Tho 
Chief Justice very promptly checked him; because the 
objections of the Unitarians to the ordinary creed are 
allowed by law; but it is clear that Ais juryman, in his 
zeal, would have found the Unitarian Minister guilty of 
an attack upon Christianity, had he been placed at the 
bar instead of Mrs. Wright! = Aind it would be difficult 
to show the reason of making it legal to deny the divi- 
nity of Christ, and punishing others for disbelieving the 
Christian faith, of which this is an essential article 
with the immense majority of Christians! If it be said 
that it is folly, on the part of individuals to encounter 
the danger uf persecution, it is answered that folly is 
not an offence which ought to be replied to with cruelty ; 
and, besides, this is the species of folly out of which all 
martyrdom has arisen. In matters of opinion, who has 
a right to call his brother food! or to sit in judgment 
upon the difference? There is no earthly tribenal before 
which such matters are justly cognizable. Before the 
Creator we stand on equal terms; and to him alone are 
we responsible for the use of the mental faculties with 
which he has endowed us. Weall wish to be right—all 
would take theright path, if it werestraight before them ; 
and itiscruel to drive those with w hips against their inclina- 
tion, who have a rigitt to take their own way unmolested. 
The TRUTH has nothing to fear from the attacks of 
error; and it is tantamount to confessing any dec~ 
trines are untrue to attempt to support them hy 
persecution. True wisdom, and true policy, require 
that daws should have nothing to do with religious opi- 
nions ; that they should be left to support and recom- 
mend themselves ; and depend for their influence upon 
their own value. America set the example of ths prin- 
ciple, and first reduced it to practice. We hear no 
outcries against dlasphemy there. Ltis totally unknown ; 
for there are no venal interests attached to the profession 
of certain creeds. Tit is not religion that ever raises such 
outcries ; but the persenal interests which are cloaked 
in her mantle, and resort to persecution in her name !— 
Thus, in England, an affection for tithe-pigs and Eas- 
ter-offerings, lias prompted many a ery of blasphemy, 
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whea true religion would have taken the supposed blas- 
phemer by the hand, and saluted him as more truly 
devoted to her real interests, than half the priests that 
have fattened upon her sacrifices. And whereVer these 
venal interests exist, there is not the smallest dependence 
to be placed upon the personal character of any indivi- 
dual, however eminent for piety and general humanity, 
he may be supposed. These venal interests present every 
thing that affects them to the mind in a distorted shape ; 
and they become as ridiculously barbarous as the silly 
optician, who had put ona pair of spectacles of large 
maynifying powers.; and, mistaking his favorite kitten 
Who was coming for her customary shafe of- his dinner, 
for an cnormous tiger coming to eat him up, he took up 
the carving knife and valiantly killed pussy upon the 
spot. ‘The wise and pious Sir Thomas More,” as his 
biographers ridiculously call him, caused the rack to be 
used in his presence, and flo:,ged heretics with his own 
hands! His fears had magnified them into tigers ar- 
rayed against his interests. It was for himself, and not 
for God, that he committed these cruelties ; and even 
lent himself to mewrder, in the name of religion! It is 
high time that reason should put a final end to these 
persecutions ; and abolish imprisonment and fines for the 
tree utterance of opinion, as it has in this country abo- 
lished the punishment of death for such offences. It is 
very singular that it is only on disputed points that the 
law is called upon to interfere. No one would think of 
persecuting an individual who shou'd go about to per- 
suade the world that the sun was neither the cause of 
light, or heat. The thing would be too ridiculous. The 
common observation of the world would determine the 
matter. And the same remark will apply to all univer- 
sally admitted facts, against which any individual may 
rail in safety at his pleasure! Surely, then, where 
doubts and disputes exist, a difference of opinion can be 
no greater crime. Let the inevitable and demonstrable 
truth appear, and all cavilis at end. . But while doctors 
disagree, and Universities dispute, on questions which 
learning cannot reach, which ingenuity cannot fathom, 
and Which no research can finally determine, how absurd 
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to enact laws that things incomprehensible shall be impli- 
citly believed, or subscribed to, by those who have no 
faith in them. A law to proscribe all who were not of 
a given bodily stature would be equally wise,and equally 
equitable. And if the folly of religious dissentions were 
to be imitated with the respect to the persons of mankind, 
after all were destroyed who exceeded or fell short of the 
standard as by law established, all who had not a pecu- 
liar sort of hair would be cut off—then all who were 
too stout, or too thin—then all who had not the sort of 
nose, which was deemed orthodox—then those jwho had 
heretical eyes would be sacrificed—and so on, until the 
standard of taste remained alone—end that standard 
would be the most cunning, or the most powerful of the 
contenders! ‘‘ Such, and so various ate the tastes of 
** men!” And so utterly impossible is it to fix any 
- “rae of exclusion that may not ultimately endanger 
all. 
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OFFICIAL PARTIALITY FOR LEGITIMATE DES- 
POTISM. 


am () 


The principles upon which it is wished, by certain well- 
known parties, to conduct the British Government, has been 
pretty well ascertained by their constant advocacy of every arbi- 
trary and tyrannical proceeding at home:—but they are still 
more evident by the conduct of the Ministry, with respect to 


Joreign states. With every DESPOTISM, they are in full and 


vigorous alliance: and wherever any resistance to despotism is 
made, it is certain of meeting with all the opposition they are 
able to give. ‘They are lackily deprived of the means of 
giving full effect to their hatred of liberal principles of govern- 
ment ;—but all they can, and dare do, they are ready to vo- 
lunteer in favour of an existing tyranny! While there was a 
prospect of Ferdinand being maintained in despotic authority, 
19 Old Spain, the ministry carried its pretended neutrality in 
the contest between that country and its American Colonies, 
into actual hostility against the latter; passing especial acts of 
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parliament to deprive them of the advantages that public opi- 
nion would have afforded, in the natural preference which 
brave and honest men would give to the cause of independ- 
ence;—and if a naval officer had not been found endowed 
with sufficient moral courage to bid the ministry, and their 
arbitrary laws, defiance, the contest might have continued ta 
deluge the Southern Hemisphere with blood for many years to 
come. Even now, when the indepencence of the colonies is 
effectually secured, and when the recognition of the independ- 
ence of America can no longer offend a tyrant in Spain, their 
innate regret at the triumph of principles they abhor, in- 
duces themto withhold the formal recognition of existing im- 
dependent states:—thus sacriffcing even the commercial in- 
terests of the country, to gratify the impotent anger of the 
Holy Alliance, against governments established by the peo- 
ple; until even their own adherents, like Sir William Curtis, 
moved by the loss of what they might gain, and losing their 
dread of freedom in the hope of commercial advantage, ex- 
claim against the folly of such sacrifices, which, in the progress 
of the South American revolution, have lost to Great Britain 
millions of sterling gold, besides the loss of character, which 
these commercial worthies do not pause to count. 

The contest of the Greeks against the despotism of Turkey, 
is equally the object of their displeasure. ‘Turkey is one of 
their deg¢timate governments; and its oppression, despotism, and 
barbarities, are sacred ir their eyes, because they are hopeful 
precedents. They afford the Manchester Massacre some 
countenance ; and may be brought in to justify some future 
slaughter, when an Algerine constitution shall be formally pro- 
claimed in Britain, “ as by boroughmonzer law established :” 
—an event to which every thing tends ineffect ;—though [we 
may never have Algerine modes of torture introduced; some of 
our native monsters being quite capable of inventing equally 
efficacious modes of proscribing truth. 

Jf any attempt is made on the part of the liberal press, to 
rouse the indignation natural to uncorrupted nature, in behalf 
of the victims of Turkish lust and cruelty, the Ministerial 
panders exclaim,—“ What are the Greeks to you! You support 
“them only because they are rebels; and you call every govern- 
“‘ ment an oppression and a tyranny!” Thus, they declare that 
the Turkish despotism over Greece is not tyranny ; and that 
the insult and plunder to which the Greeks have been subjected 
for ages, is not oppression! In justification of the legitimate 
barbarians, we are told the Greeks are their subjects. We 
ask in reply, what made them so? What conferred upen 
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the Turks the right of murdering and plundering the natives 

of Greece? The force of arms! Turkey has no claims to the 
submission of the Greeks, either upon the score of protection, 
benefits, or natural ties. Turkey has none of the claims result- 
ing from colonization, or reciprocal treaties. She took posses- 
sion of Greece in the character of a lawless robber, and brute 
spoiler; and this character Turkey has invariably maintained ; 
adding insult and mockery, to plunder and devastation. The 
voice of the civilized world has proclaimed the North American 
Colonies of England were justified in breaking all the ties of 
vature, and setting aside all the political claims that exist on the 
part of a parent state, in order to prevent an arbitrary autho- 
rity from being established. England herself admits this, by 
her recognition of the independence of what were once her 

colonies! And ifthe Americans were justified ina rebellion to 
prevent tyranpy, surely the Greeks are still more justified in 

rising to throw off the msupportable. weight of one of the 

most odious tyrannics that the world has ever been plagued 

with! ‘To call the system of despotism that prevails in Turkey, 
us it respects the Greeks, a government, is to pervert all the 
honest meaning of the word. It is not agovernment. It con 
fers no protection, and is entitled to no obedience. It is a 
system of robbery, insult, and endless persecution ; and every 
Greek is called upon, by the commou feelings of our nature, 

to rise in Opposition to his tyrants; and if they fall under his. 
vengeance, they have deserved their fate. The cruelties of the 

Greeks have been provoked by the oppression of centuries ; 

and all who lend themselves to the continuance of the system 

under which they suffer, deserve to suffer the injuries they 

have been willing to inflict on others. Every friend to the prin- 

ciples of common justice, must be interested in the success of 
the Greeks; not because they war upon an established govern- 

ment, but because they resist a tyranny which does not merit 

the name of governm:nt, and which ought to be overthrown / 
It is quite ridiculous to charge upon the friends of liberty, a 
desire of overturning established governments. It is not 
whether they are established, but whether they ought to conti- 
nue, that is the question. A good government has nothing 
to dread from any factious discontent. No large proportion 
of a nation was ever discontented without ample cause. En- 
duragce is the characteristic of every people; and where one 
tyrant has deservedly expiated his treasons against the people 
upon the scaffold, a hundred have been suffered to die as quiet- 
ly as their consciences would suffer them in their beds, It ts 
this chance of impunity which encourages despots, like, private 
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oifenders, ta commit excesses, until they become so commons 
as to be defended by their base minions as mertfortous. Who 
had ever expected to have heard the Turkish Government 
eulogized in England? The restoration of the Pope was little, 
compared with this crusade in favour of Mahomet! . But we 
must do our Ministers justice, as far as we can. Il is not 
Mahomet they love, but they hate freedom ; and as Turkey 
affords an example of the most perfect tyranny remaining, they 
are anxious that it should be maintained ; probably, that they 
may have a little longer the power of referring to one place, 
still worse governed than England ; and to one race of people 
almost as badly situated as the famishing poor of Ireland! > But 
we trust the Greeks will perish in the ruins of their cities, 
and manure their fields with their dead bodies, rather than 
heap up riches in the former, and toil in the latter, as the 
abject slaves of Turkey! England could decide this struggle 
in a month. But her Ministers, with their accustomed predi- 
lection in favour of legitimate government, have chosen to prefer 
looking on, in the hope that if the freedom, of Greece cannot 
be prevented, it may be delayed ; and thus, as in the case of 
the South American Colonies, Britain is losing all the honour, 
and all the profit, that would result from a generous interfe- 
yence in behalf of the oppressed. 

The Spanish revolution has been too successful, and of too 
decided a character, to permit the British Ministry shewing to- 
wards it any express hostility! But their panders have evi- 
dently received directions to rail at it with all imaginable ran- 
ccur. All the plots of the disappointed advocates of arbitrary 
power, against the Constitution which the nation has solemnly 
adopted--which the King has solemnly sworn to maintam— 
and which all the States of Europe have recognized—are ex- 
tolled and defended, as the justifiable endeavours of brave men, 
to restore the rights—that is, the despotism—of the King! 
In the recent rebellion. of the seduced Guards, which even 
the Palace and pre:ence of the King, were mislead to proclaim 
him again a tyrant, our Ministerial panders regret that the 
King did not put himself at the head of the mu/ineers, and lead 
them to the MURDER OF THE PROPLE, who do not think him 
fit to be entrusted with despotic power! Happily for the cause 
of humanity and freedom, Ferdinand has neither talent, nor the 
desperate freuzy in his composition which would be requisite 
to enable him to play the part of destroying the liberties that 
have Deen erected on the national conquest of his arbitrary 
power. Ifhe had the slighest spark of common sense, he would 
not lend himse;. to the conspiracies against the people, to which 
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there is too much reason to believe he has been induced ; as 
such conduct can only produce his own destruction. But our 
Ministerial panders would, in secret, exult if he were conducted 
to the scaffold, that they might have to reproach the Revo- 
lution as the cause of his death! — This is their constant 
mode. They patronize and recommend measures against the 
people, which are calculated to rouze their indignation; 
and, if they are provoked into the chastisement of such 
treasons they are reproached with revolutionary barbarity ! 
It would have been fortunate for the world, if revolutionary 
barbarity had been the only barbarity ever known; but reea/, 
imperial, and legitimate barbarity, must be veiled with the 
curtain of expediency, and not be exposed to vulgar eyes, 
nor be mentioned by vulgar tongues! The world, howeve: , 
is now beginning to see through the cant of the touls of oppres- 
sion, and to scorn it, as it deserves to be scorned; and if the 
minions of despotism will provoke the vengeance of nations, 


it is not the fear of the reproaches Of those minions, that caa 
turn its bolts aside, 
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